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in our Church. The interference of the Prelate of that great See, before he laid claim to any dominion of right, was at first justifiable, and did not exceed the just bounds, while it contributed much to the propagation of the Gospel. That the Bishop of Rome was justified in endeavouring to aid the cause of Christianity here in England, while England was a heathen nation, will not be disputed by those who recognize the same right in the Archbishop of Canterbury with respect to our own dependencies. But, in after ages, what was at first a justifiable interference was so increased as to become an intolerable usurpation. This authority was an usurpation, because it was expressly contrary to the decisions of a general council of the Church, and such as the Scripture condemns, in that the Scripture places all Bishops on an equality, and so they ought to continue to be, except where, for the sake of order, they voluntarily consent to the appointment of a President or Archbishop, who is nothing more than a primus inter pares, a first among equals. This usurpation for a time continued, and with it were introduced various corruptions, in doctrine as well as in discipline.
At length, in the reign of Henry VIII. the Bishops and Clergy accorded with the laity and government of England, and threw off the yoke of the usurping Pope of Rome. They, at the same time, corrected and reformed all the errors of doctrine, and most of the errors of discipline, which had crept into our Church during the reign of intellectual darkness. They condemned the monstrous doctrine of transubstantiation, the worship of saints and images, communion in one kind, and the constrained celibacy of the clergy, having first ascertained that these and similar errors were obtruded into the Church in the middle ages. Thus restoring the Church to its ancient state of purity and perfection, they left it to us, their children, as we now find it. They did not attempt to make new, their object was to reform, the Church. They stripped their venerable mother of the meretricious gear in which superstition had arrayed her, and left her in that plain and decorous attire with which, in the simple dignity of a matron, she had been adorned by apostolic hands.